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XIV. Description of such Species of Chironia as grow wild at the 
Cape of Good Hope, Bj/ Sir Charles Peter Thunbergy Knight of 
the Order o f Wasa^ Professor of Botany at Upsal, F,M,L,S. 

Read November 1, 1803. 

Ge NTIANA, Srrertia, Exacum, Chlova et Chironia, genera sunt inter 
plantas acleo aftinia et in non paucis siinilia, ut adniodum sit 
difficile dictu, sive unicum genus constituere debeant, sive in 
plura abiic diversa. Hac do re non pauci dubii liajserunt bota- 
nici. Exacitm niininio stainiinim numero, scilicet tantuni 4, in- 
struitur; Chlora uiaxiino, niininim S usejue 12. Chironia, Szeertia ct 
Gentianu constanter quinariuin staininum muncruni servant, sed 
variant corolla 4- et 5-fida, antheris la^vibus atque spiralibus, sic 
ut plures species jam ad hoc, jam ad aliud genus rclatoe fuerint, 
ct Gentiana, ciijus species semper numerosissima;, non raro in 
plura genera dilaccrata evaserit. 

Chironia, cpiod maxime singulare ct notatu dignum, baccata fruc- 
tum producit baccatum, a ceterarum capsulis valdc dissimilem. 

Gentiana et Szccriia prmterea gaudent stiginatibus duobus sine 
stylo, dum reliqum omnes pistillo unico instruuntur. Szeertia in- 
struitur ctiam ncctario, et Gentiance species plurima; inconstanti 
figura corollaj, iniruin in modum, ludunt. 

Inter h<ec genera, Chironia: plurimm species occurrunt sponta- 
nece, uti etiain Exaci, in Promontorio Bonoe Spei dicto. Cumque 
Chironia species in Africa australi, loco earum natali, plures cx- 
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aniinare milii contigcrit vivas. Descriptiones haruiii, lam (jum 
ante notae fueruut, quam qnai novas inihi obvcncrunl, illnstris So- 
cietatis ulteriori scrutinio subjectas volui, 

Upsal. 

d. 29 Jul. 1803. 

CHIRONIA TETRAGONA. 

Cii. foliis ovatis glabris, canle sufFruticoso, caljcibus ovatis cari- 
natis. 

Tab. XII. Fig. 2. 

Chironia tetragona. Linn. Spst. Vegetal, xiv. p. 229- per Gmelin. 

p. 392 . Suppl. PI. p. 151. Thtinb. Prodrom. Plant. Capens. p. 35. 
Crescit in Capite Bonoe Spei prope Puspasrivier. 

Floret Octobri et sequentibus mensibus. 

Caulis basi frutescens, totus glaber, ramosus. 

Rami e basi ssepe plures, ramulosi, tetragoni, erecti, pedalcs. 
Ramuli alterni, tetragoni, flexuoso-erecti, subfastigiati. 

Folia opposita, sessilia, ovata, obtusiuscula, integra, trinervia,. frc- 
quentia, erecto-imbricata, internodiis longiora, unguicularia. 
Flores in ramulis terminales, solitarii, purpurei. 

Calycis laciniee ovatse, carinatvR, viscosae, corolla triple breviores. 
Differt a Chironia angulari, cui valde similis: 

1. Corolla purpurea; et imprimis 

2. Calycis laciniis carinatis ovatis. 

CHIRONIA NUDICAULIS. 

Cii. foliis ovatis glabris, caule hcrbaceo, calycibus subulatis. 

Tab. XII. Fig. 3. 

Chironia nudicaulis. Linn. Syst. Vegetal, xiv. p. 229. per Gmelin. 

p. 391 . Suppl. p. 151. Thunl. Prodrom. PI. Capens. p. 35. 
Crescit in summitate Montis Tabularis. 
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Floret Januario, Februario. 

Caiilis herbaceus, totus glabcr, mox a radice ramosus. 

Rami subradicales, plures, elongati, subsimplices, rare superne 
divisi, laxi, flexvioso-crecti, subtetragoni, pedales. 

Folia opposita, sessilia, ovata, obtvisiuscula, integra; inferne ag- 
gregata, pollicaria; superne remotissima; suprema lanccolata. 

Flores in rainis terminales, solitarii, pnrpurei. 

Calycis laciniae lanceolatje, elongato-subulatae, erectae, longitudine 
tubi corollae. 

DifTert a Chironia trinervia: 

1. foliis obtusioribus. 

2. ramis elongatis. 

S. calycis apice subsetaceo. 

CHIRONIA FRUTESCENS. 

Cji. foliis lanceolatis tomentosis, caule fruticoso. 

Chironia yr?<#cscn?s. Linn. Syst. Vegetab. xiv. p.2^9. per Gmelin, 
p. 392. Spec, Plant, p. 273. per Willden. p. 1070. TInmb. Pro- 
drom. Plant. Cap. p. 35. 

Crescit in oris maritiinis Promontorii Bonae Spei Africes, in littore 
infra Leuwekopp, in montibus Hottentots Holland et alibi 
vulgaris. 

Floret ab Augusto in Decembris usque mensem. 

Radix perennis. 

Caulis fruticosus, totus cinereo-tomentosus, erectus, subangulatus, 
ramosus, pedalis et ultra. 

Rami lignosi, obsolete tetragoni, alterni, foliis deciduis annulati, 
ramulosi. 

Ramiili superne aggregati, fastigiati. 

Folia dccussatiin opposita, sessilia, lanceolata, obtusa cum acu- 
mine, integerrima, carnosa, frequentissima, erecta, subtomen- 
tosa, pollicaria vel paulo longiora. 

Flores 
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Flores in raniulis tcrininales, solitarii, magni. 

Ferianthhim iniiatuin, apice coniiivens, subtomentosuin, semi- 
quiuqnefidiim : lacinice oblonga;, concavae, acutaj. 

Corolla monopetala, tubulosa. 

Tithits cjlindricus, ampliatus, albus, rugosus, longitudine calycis, 
unguicularis. 

Limbus campanulato-patens, quiiiquepartitus : lacinice ovatae, ob- 
tusff* r.iim acuniine, membranaceaj, purpureae, pollicares. 

Filamenta quinque, tubo infra fauceni inserta, linearia, erecta, 
alba, limbo triplo breviora. 

Autherce oblongae, spirales, flavae. 

Gcrmen superum, acutuin, glabrum. 

Stylus filiformis, albus, utrinque sulco longitudinali notatus, lon- 
gitudinc staminum. 

simplex, obtusum, didjmum,incurvatum, villosum, album. 

Capsula oblonga, acuta, compressa, didjma, glabra, bivalvis. 

Receptacuhim in fundo calycis, sertiforme, basin capsulac cingens, 
crenulatum, pallidum. 

CHIRONIA jAsjiiisroiDEs. 

Ch. foliis lanceolatis glabris, caule herbaceo cernuo. 

Cliironiayfls«j/wo?</cs. Linn. Sysf. Vegetah. xiv. p. 229. per Ginelin. 
p. 391. Spec. Plant, p. 272. per Willd. p. 1066. Thnnb. Prod. 
Plant. Capens. p. 35. 

Crcscit in regionibus Swellendam et alibi. 

Floret Octobri. 

CauUs licrbaceus, totus glaber, tetragonus, parum ramosus, cur- 
vato-erectus, apice cernuus, pedalis et ultra. 

Rami pauci, altemi, divaricato-patentes, simplices, cauli similes. 

Folia opposita, sessilia, lanceolata, apice marginibusque reflexis, 
utrinque glabra, Integra, patentia, internodiis dupio breviora, 
vix pollicaria. 
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